MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
home, so that he may perhaps receive further indications
of how to proceed, or have more assistants sent out to
him if the results gained require it. For the leader of the
party it is important to be able to report what has been
used, eaten or worn out in the course of the past year, so
that the necessary stores may be replenished by the next
ship.
But wireless is not important only for winter-stations
in the Arctic. In the big modern summer expeditions it
plays a tremendous part, for ships, motor-boats and
aeroplanes. The use of radio in daily work has become
so common a thing that a member of a modern expedi-
tion can hardly imagine how earlier explorers managed
without it.
As the ship approaches the working-area, wireless
waves are already running on ahead. The nearest win-
ter-stations are communicated with, for information as
to ice and weather conditions. The air-pilot is sent up,
and from his transmitter we learn the appearance of the
ice-labyrinth before us. Meteorological stations warn
us in good time of wind or fog, so that we can take
precautions.
When the expedition has arrived at its destination, and
the many working-parties have been set ashore along the
coast, or have left the ship in their motor-boats, there is
a great deal to do at the base headquarters. On modern
expeditions, the smallest camp is provided with wireless
equipment. This is not at all large and its construction
is founded on experience gained by amateurs, in their
experiments with short waves. Transmitter and receiver
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